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MAP Growth Frequently Asked Questions 
For Nebraska Districts 

Frequently Asked Questions 

About NWEA  
Q1. Who is NWEA? 
Q2. What is NWEA’s role in the Nebraska Student-Centered Assessment System (NSCAS)? 
 

The NWEA Comprehensive Assessment Platform 
Q3. What is the NWEA Comprehensive Assessment Platform? 
Q4. How do I access the administration and testing portal? 
Q5. How do I receive a username and password? 
Q6. What if I forget my password? 
Q7. What devices are compatible for testing? 

MAP Growth Assessments 
Q8. What is MAP Growth? 
Q9. What is a RIT Score? 
Q10. Are MAP Growth assessments adaptive? 
Q11. How is MAP Growth different from our state summative tests? 
Q12. How often are MAP Growth tests given? 
Q13. How long do the tests take? 
Q14. Are there practice tests or questions? 
Q15. What accommodations are available? 
Q16. Are there differences between Text-to-Speech (TTS) in MAP Growth versus NSCAS Summative? 
Q17. Does NDE have specific requirements around MAP Growth rostering? 
Q18. What grade levels and content areas are included under the state contract? 
Q19. Are tests in Spanish available? 

Getting More Information About MAP 
Q20. What resources are available for parents? 
Q21. What training and resources are available for districts and schools? 
Q22. Whom do I contact if I have questions about MAP Growth or Nebraska-specific policies? 

 

About NWEA  
Q1. Who is NWEA? 

Founded by educators nearly 40 years ago, NWEA® is a not-for-profit organization that supports students and 
educators worldwide by creating assessment solutions that precisely measure growth and proficiency, and provide 
insights to help tailor instruction. More than 10,000 schools, districts, and education agencies in 141 countries use 
our assessment solutions to help all kids learn.    
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Q2. What is NWEA’s role in the Nebraska Student-Centered Assessment System (NSCAS)? 

NWEA is partnering with the Nebraska Department of Education (NDE) to provide some elements of NSCAS, 
including TestWiz and the Navigate Item Bank (formative assessment tools), MAP Growth, the NSCAS Summative 
assessment, and related professional learning opportunities. 

The NWEA Comprehensive Assessment Platform 
Q3. What is the NWEA Comprehensive Assessment Platform? 

The NWEA Comprehensive Assessment Platform (CAP) is the web browser-based platform for administering 
assessments and viewing reports for MAP® Growth™, MAP Skills, and the Nebraska Summative assessment. You 
may see the educator-facing side of the platform referred to as the MAP Administration and Reporting Center 
(MARC) and the student-facing side referred to as the MAP Student Testing Center (MSTC).  

Q4. How do I access the administration and testing portal? 

You will access the administration and testing portal by going to teach.mapnwea.org and logging in. You will need to 
do this on a computer; phones and iPad minis® are not supported for administration at this time. 

Q5. How do I receive a username and password? 

Once your district rosters for its first testing term, you should receive an email with your login information. If you do 
not receive your login, please check with your District Assessment Coordinator.  

Q6. What if I forget my password?  

Go to teach.mapnwea.org and click the link "Forgot Username or Password?" below the login box. Use this link to 
retrieve your username or password. You can also use this link if you have lost the email with your login information.  

Q7. What devices are compatible for testing? 

Students can test on Windows or Macintosh computers, iPads®, or Chromebooks™. You can find more detailed 
information on requirements in the System and Technology Guide.  

MAP Growth Assessments 
Q8. What is MAP Growth? 

MAP Growth measures what students know and lets us know what they are ready to learn next. By dynamically 
adjusting to each student’s performance, MAP Growth creates a personalized assessment that accurately measures 
performance whether a student performs on, above, or below grade level. MAP Growth reveals how much growth has 
occurred between testing events and, when combined with the NWEA norms, shows projected proficiency. Educators 
can track growth through the school year and over multiple years. 

https://teach.mapnwea.org/impl/PGM2_System_Technology_Guide.pdf
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Q9. What is a RIT Score? 

MAP Growth measures student performance with the RIT scale. Like inches on a ruler, the RIT scale measures 
growth in equal intervals, regardless of a student’s grade or performance, and it remains stable over time. This gives 
you an accurate measure of a student's performance, regardless of whether the student is performing on, above, or 
below grade level. 

Q10. Are MAP Growth tests adaptive? 

Yes. MAP Growth tests begin with a question appropriate for the student’s grade level, then dynamically adapt 
throughout the test in response to student performance. This progressive refinement allows MAP Growth to challenge 
top performers without overwhelming students whose skills are below grade level. When taking a MAP Growth test, 
the difficulty of each question is based on how well a student answers the previous questions. If the student answers 
a question correctly, the next question will be more difficult. If the student answers incorrectly, the questions become 
easier. In an optimal test, a student answers approximately half the items correctly and half incorrectly. The final 
score is an estimate of the student’s achievement level.  

Q11. How is MAP Growth different from our state summative tests? 

The NSCAS Summative assessments evaluate student learning, comparing student performance to the grade-level 
expectations defined by state standards. MAP Growth is an interim assessment that identifies what students are 
ready to learn and measures growth over time, both within an academic year and across grade levels. 

When used together, these measures provide a more complete picture of student learning, thus helping educators 
make better decisions for all students, whether they are on, above, or below grade level. 

For more detailed information on the difference between MAP Growth and the NSCAS Summative, see the 
Comparison of MAP Growth and NSCAS Summative chart posted to the Nebraska Assessment Portal. 

Q12. How often are MAP Growth tests given? 

Districts have the option of administering MAP Growth tests during any term: fall, winter, spring, or summer.  

Q13. How long do the tests take? 

Although the tests are not timed, it usually takes students about 45 minutes to complete each MAP Growth test.  

Q14. Are there practice tests or questions? 

The MAP Growth Student Practice Tests were updated so students can practice taking the assessment with all of the 
updates to the student testing experience. Learn more about the MAP Growth Practice Tests here: 
https://teach.mapnwea.org/impl/maphelp/Content/Testing/PracticeTest.htm. Students may also visit the Practice Test 
page to take sample tests. 

https://community.nwea.org/community/nebraska
https://teach.mapnwea.org/impl/maphelp/Content/Testing/PracticeTest.htm
https://practice.mapnwea.org/
https://practice.mapnwea.org/
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Q15. What accommodations are available? 

NWEA is committed to making our products accessible for all students. Various accommodations and accessibility 
features for our assessments ensure that all students can benefit from assessment activities. Download the NWEA 
Accessibility and Accommodations FAQ for full details on accommodations and accessibility features available in our 
products. 

Q16. Are there differences between Text-to-Speech (TTS) in MAP Growth versus NSCAS Summative? 

As of July 2018, in MAP Growth, proctors can configure which part(s) of a test item will be read by Text-to-Speech. 
Proctors can assign answer choices, directions, passages, and supplemental content to be read.  

In the NSCAS Summative, TTS will read all text except ELA passages. TTS can only be set during test session 
creation by a District or School Assessment Coordinator. Starting the 2019-2020 school year, all science tests will 
have the ability to enable TTS for students. This setting is enabled during test session creation. 

Q17. Does NDE have specific requirements around MAP Growth rostering? 

Districts are required to include the mandatory state ID information in their roster. Visit teach.mapnwea.org and log in 
to the Comprehensive Assessment Platform to access the roster file template. 

Q18. What grade levels and content areas are included under the state contract? 

The included tests are Reading, Language, Science, and Mathematics for grades 3–8 for MAP Growth. 

Q19. Are tests in Spanish available? 

Spanish versions of MAP Growth reading and math tests will now be included with your MAP Growth license at no 
additional cost. Spanish MAP Growth reading tests are new and allow you to measure growth for your Spanish-
speaking students the same way you already do for your English-speaking students.  

Go here for a list of frequently asked questions. 

Getting More Information About MAP 
Q20. What resources are available for parents?  

NWEA offers a Parents' Guide to MAP, which explains MAP Growth and offers sample reports. Please visit the 
Nebraska Assessment Portal under the Parent tab to access this document.  

Q21. What training and resources are available for districts and schools? 

NWEA offers online training through NWEA Professional Learning Online, which offers role-specific courses for all 
users. NWEA also offers a wide variety of professional learning opportunities.  

https://www.nwea.org/content/uploads/2015/11/NWEA-Accessibility-and-Accommodations-External-FAQ.pdf
https://www.nwea.org/content/uploads/2015/11/NWEA-Accessibility-and-Accommodations-External-FAQ.pdf
https://community.nwea.org/community/nwea-community-home/product-updates/blog/2019/07/18/spanish-map-growth-reading-and-math-are-now-available-for-everyone
https://community.nwea.org/community/nebraska
https://prolearningonline.nwea.org/
https://www.nwea.org/professional-learning-overview/
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In addition, the Nebraska Assessment Portal offers many resources for parents, students, teachers, schools, and 
districts for both MAP Growth and NSCAS Summative.  

Q22. Whom do I contact if I have questions about MAP Growth or Nebraska-specific policies? 

NWEA Nebraska Phone Number: 855-225-9926 
NWEA Nebraska Email Address: NWEANebraska@nwea.org 

In addition to this direct phone number and email, help desk agents can be reached using the NWEA Chat Feature 
and the NWEA Connections Community web form. 

https://community.nwea.org/community/nebraska
mailto:NWEANebraska@nwea.org
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