
 

   
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Accessibility and Content 
1. Are the math reference sheets posted on the portal and on the online Item Type Samplers the 

same reference sheets that will be used on the Math NSCAS Growth assessment? The math 

reference sheets that are posted on the Nebraska Portal and The NDE’s website are the same 

math reference sheets used on the online item type samplers and the NSCAS Growth Spring 

2023 assessment.  

 

2. What types of questions allow a calculator available for all students? An item allows for a 

calculator if what is being assessed is not strictly about calculation, and the item has calculatable 

parts. For example, an item assessing if the student knows the value of 40*2+3 would not allow 

for a calculator.  However, an item that assesses if the student can calculate the price of a shirt 

after a discount would allow for a calculator since the item is more about understanding what 

calculations to make based on the context.   Also, if an item is about using the Pythagorean 

theorem, the item would allow for a calculator since it is more about assessing if the student 

knows how to use the formula correctly and not about just calculation. 

 

3. Is Spanish TTS available? TTS is now available in Spanish for ELA, Mathematics, and Science.  

The language must be changed to Spanish and TTS checked. 

 

4. Is TTS a Universal accommodation available to any student?   

• TTS is now a universal accommodation for Math and Science.  It does not need to be on a 

student’s IEP/504. However, this should only be used in rare, case-by-case circumstances 

where the student(s) is receiving this accommodation in daily instruction.  

• TTS for ELA does need to be on the IEP/504 or a current EL student. TTS will not read the 

Reading passages, but there are instances on the test that a passage is associated with a 

writing standard. TTS can/will read a passage for this standard, but not for reading. 

• Please refer to pages 9 and 49-52 to the NSCAS Accessibility Manual  for more guidance. 

 

5. If a student takes NSCAS Alternate but is rostered into MAP, what should we do to ensure 

they are not rostered in NSCAS Growth? A Not Tested Code of Alternate (ALT) must be added 

to all spring registered tests of students that take the NSCAS Alternate instead of NSCAS Growth. 

 

https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/NSCAS-Accessibility-Manual-10-4-22.pdf


 

   
 

6. Do calculators change with a change in grade level questions?  If a 6th grade student is testing 

above grade level and gets 7th grade questions, does the calculator change? Yes, calculators 

adapt. 

 

7. Do students need to have all the accommodations (embedded and non-embedded) listed on 

their IEP/504/EL plan in order to have access to them?  Yes, and there must be a correlation 

between instruction accommodations and assessment accommodations. We are looking for this 

correlation during IEP monitoring. If an accommodation is not listed on the IEP, then there is no 

proof that it is even being provided to students. Universal features do not need to be listed; 

however, some districts are also included in the IEP. 

 

8. Do we still need to mark non-embedded accommodations like mathematical supports or only 

embedded accommodations like TTS & language? Yes, all accommodations that are available to 

be tracked in the platform must be marked, whether they are embedded or not. 

 

9. Do non-embedded tools/features need to be in the student’s IEP/504 in order to assign them, 

such as alternate location? If the non-embedded accommodations are in the universal features, 

these are available to all students and do not have to be in the IEP, but best practices would be 

to make sure it is listed in the IEP. Example alternate location is a non-embedded universal 

feature. 

 

10. If a student previously took the NSCAS Alternate is going to take the NSCAS Growth after 

rostering has been completed, what do we do? Ensure your district's Special Education data 

and ADVISER data are both coded correctly. If the student is on your NSCAS Alternate roster 

within INSIGHT - check the General Assessment as YES under the Testing Codes tab within the 

student's record. 

 

11. In the accommodation upload, do we change ENG to SP or write the word Spanish if we need 

Spanish? Change ENG to SP. 

 

12. Once you’ve set a different test location, can you still update accommodations if you find out 

about them afterwards? Yes, the accommodations can be updated even if a student has moved 

to a different test location.  

 



 

   
 

13. If a student is taking a test off site, does the home district/school enter the accommodations 

or is that done by the testing school? Normally the district would enter accommodations, as 

they are usually responsible for the IEP/504. 

 

14. We have been told that ELA and mathematics have 40 items on the test, but in the training, it 

shows that there are 45 questions.  Which is correct? The 45 items referenced include the field 

test items that are included in the spring assessment.  

 

15. Can you verify that if a student completes the first 10 items, that will be sufficient for them to 

receive a score if they are unable to finish the test? Will there not be field test items in these 

first 10 items this year (as compared with last year when there sometimes were field test 

items mixed in at the beginning)? Field test item position can come earlier in the first ten 

questions; thus, the first 10 items may not be sufficient.  

Test Registration, Set-up and Monitoring 
1. When will the Advisor file be uploaded? The Advisor file upload is scheduled for 3/30/23-

3/31/23. The purpose of this upload is to load IEP/504/EL status and ethnicity data only. 

 

2. Is the data in columns K through U supposed to be blank right now for 2023 students? Yes, 

since we have not loaded the state level ADVISER file, columns K through U would be blank. 

 

3. After initial data is synced and registration created, if a student moves to another school 

within a district will we continue to have to manually update registration? You will need to un-

roster the students in MAP Growth. Refer to "Transfer a student between districts" in Part 5 of 

the 2022-2023 NSCAS Growth User and Student Management Guide. 

 

4. Were tickets fixed so that all groups are not shown on the ticket, or can we select which group 

we want printed on the ticket? If groups are not preferred on the ticket, districts will need to 

use the CSV file option. 

 

5. What happens if the student is in a bunch of groups? Will they all fit on the ticket and still 4 

per page? Depending on the number of groups, there might be some truncation of the group 

names. 

 



 

   
 

6. Have groups been removed from the ticket? Groups will still appear on the ticket for a student. 

 

7. Will building administrators have access to operational reports so they can monitor testing 

and upload accommodations? As of now, no changes have been made to the building 

administrator role nor have changes been made to remove FRPL data from operational reports. 

 

8. Is there a way to upload accommodations in bulk?  Accommodations can be uploaded in bulk 

through the Registration Report. 

 

9. We upload rosters to MAP Growth daily.  Can we use the overwrite option or should it be 

Add/Update Only? Using the Add/Update option will ensure any students previously rostered 

do not get removed, even if they are not present on the current roster file. Using Overwrite will 

wipe out the previous roster, and only add students on the current file. We recommend using 

Add/Update unless you intentionally want to remove your previous roster and start fresh with 

the new file. 

 

10. If a student moves, will we only need to remove them from just the spring term or all? The 

district only needs to unenroll the students in MAP Growth for the spring term.  In NSCAS 

Growth, nothing is needed for the registration to move after the MAP Growth unenrollment. 

 

11. Can you confirm that the passwords on tickets that students need to type in no longer include 

1s, 0s, ls, and Is? Passwords will not contain 0, O, 1, or l. 

 

12. If a student leaves one school and goes to another school WITHIN the same district, does that 

require us to contact NDE? No, if the data has been updated in Adviser. 

 

13. What happens if a student in ADVISER isn’t rostered in the MAP growth side? Students will be 

registered for NSCAS Growth test(s). However, students will not get a MAP report unless they 

have an equivalent registration in MAP Growth. An anomaly will appear during post-test 

verification if ADVISER has a student identified to test and the district does not roster and test 

the student.  The district will have to provide a reason the student did not test so an NTC code is 

added to accountability data. 



 

   
 

Reports and Data  
1. Is the Testing Status Report available to School Assessment Coordinators now or just the DACs? 

The testing status report is available to DACs. 

 

2. Can schools run the testing status report or is it only available at the district level? Currently this 

report is only able to be run at a district level. 

 

3. Will we need to run the district level csv file by content area and grade level as we did last year?  

Yes, districts will need to run the CSV file by content area and grade level like last year.  

 

4. Is the registration report the same as last year? Yes. 

 


	Accessibility and Content
	Test Registration, Set-up and Monitoring
	Reports and Data

