
 

Proctor Guide—Supplement 

NSCAS Spring 2021 Assessments 

2020-2021 
  



2 | PROCTOR GUIDE—SUPPLEMENT  © DECEMBER 2020 NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

About This Supplement  

There are several documents to support educators in administering the NSCAS assessments. The 

Proctor Guide—State-Level Testing is intended to support educators in understanding how to prepare 

for testing and proctor the assessment. This supplement is an additional document intended to support 

Nebraska educators with specific, Nebraska-related tasks and to serve as a single document with 

resources created specifically for NSCAS. 
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Desmos Calculator  

Nebraska  

Desmos is on the NSCAS Assessments! 

Grade 6: Four-Function Calculator | www.desmos.testing/nebraska/fourfunction 

Grades 7-8: Scientific Calculator | www.desmos.com/testing/nebraska/scientific 

Scientific Calculator 

The scientific calculator is different from the standard Desmos scientific calculator freely available on 

the app stores (iOS® and Android™) and on the Desmos homepage.  

The scientific calculator differs in the following ways: 

Feature Testing Calculator Standard Calculator 

Defining Functions Disabled Enabled 

Converting Decimal Answers to Fractions Disabled Enabled 

Keypad Alphabetical QWERTY 

Four-Function Calculator 

There are no differences between the testing calculator and the standard Desmos calculator. 

All Desmos calculators are free to use and are accessible for vision-impaired and blind students. For 

more information, visit www.desmos.com/accessibility. 

Learn more at desmos.com/testing.  

http://www.desmos.testing/nebraska/fourfunction
http://www.desmos.com/testing/nebraska/scientific
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/desmos-scientific-calculator/id1235292051
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.desmos.scientific&hl=en_AU&gl=US
http://www.desmos.com/accessibility
http://desmos.com/testing
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Hot Text Functionality  

The NSCAS English Language Arts and Mathematics assessments have a variety of item types, 

including hot text items. Hot text items allow students to select text or special characters from within 

groups. 

Students who need support with the functionality of technology-enhanced items may be assisted by 

adults monitoring the test sessions with technology-related questions only—not for questions related to 

content. 

Functionality of Hot Text Items 

In some cases, a hot text item may be presented as clickable text in the columns or rows of a table, as 

shown below. In these items, the student will be asked to select only one piece of text per row or per 

column. The student will not be allowed to select more than one piece of text in a row or in a column. 

 

In other cases, a hot text item may be presented as clickable text in a sentence using parentheses or at 

the end of a sentence after a colon. In these items, the student should select only one piece of text per 

set. The student cannot select more than one piece of text in a set. 

 

A student writes the first sentence of a narrative and wants to use precise word choice. Select the 

word that BEST completes the sentence. 

Excited to see her friend, Sheila (hurried, strolled, walked) home after school. 

Practicing Hot Text Items 

Students can practice responding to hot text types on the NSCAS Item Type Sampler. The Item Type 

Sampler is available on the Assessment Portal at https://nwea.force.com/nweaconnection/s/nebraska-

practice-tests. The username and password for the online Item Type Sampler are listed below: 

• Username: ne 

• Password: sampler 

https://nwea.force.com/nweaconnection/s/nebraska-practice-tests
https://nwea.force.com/nweaconnection/s/nebraska-practice-tests
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