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Introduction 
This guide is designed to help teachers and administrators interpret the Spring 2019 Nebraska 
Student-Centered Assessment System (NSCAS) General Summative test reports in English 
Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics in Grades 3–8 and Science in Grades 5 and 8. For more 
resources and information on Nebraska testing, please see the Nebraska Assessment Portal at 
https://community.nwea.org/community/nebraska. 

Nebraska Student-Centered Assessment System (NSCAS) 
The NSCAS, pronounced “EN-skass,” is a statewide assessment system launched in 2017–2018 
that embodies Nebraska’s holistic view of students and helps them prepare for success in 
postsecondary education, career, and civic life. It uses multiple measures throughout the year to 
provide educators and decision-makers at all levels with the insights they need to support 
student learning. The NSCAS tests, developed specifically for Nebraska and aligned to the state 
content area standards, assess student achievement against Nebraska’s content area 
standards, showing whether students have learned what they were expected to learn.  

The Spring 2019 NSCAS General Summative ELA and Mathematics tests were administered to 
all students in Grades 3–8. Items for the ELA and Mathematics tests came from the item bank 
that the Nebraska Department of Education (NDE) built over the previous years and were 
aligned to the 2014 and 2015 College and Career Ready Standards, respectively. The tests also 
included newly developed field test items that may be added to the operational pool if the field 
test data proves them viable.  

Students taking ELA and Mathematics tests are placed into one of the following three 
achievement levels: 

• Developing 
• On Track 
• College and Career Ready (CCR) Benchmark 

The Spring 2019 NSCAS General Summative Science tests were administered to all students in 
Grades 5 and 8. Items for the Science test came from the operational pool that NDE had built 
over the previous years and were aligned to the 2010 Nebraska Legacy Standards in Science.  

Students taking Science tests are placed into one of the following three achievement levels: 

• Below the Standards 
• Meets the Standards 
• Exceeds the Standards 

Content Standards 
On September 5, 2014, the Nebraska State Board of Education adopted Nebraska’s College 
and Career Ready Standards for ELA. On September 4, 2015, the Nebraska State Board of 
Education adopted Nebraska’s College and Career Ready Standards for Mathematics. On 
September 8, 2017, the Nebraska State Board of Education approved Nebraska’s College and 
Career Ready Standards for Science. However, the NSCAS Science assessments will not be 
tested operationally until 2021. 

https://community.nwea.org/community/nebraska
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Nebraska’s content area standards reflect the essential concepts and skills students are 
expected to know and perform to be considered college and career ready. In addition, NDE has 
identified essential competencies needed to meet the demands of the classroom and the world 
beyond. These foundational skills, which are incorporated into all content area standards, are: 

• Communication 
• Problem solving 
• Resource access and utilization 
• Linking and generating knowledge 

Achievement Levels 
Students’ achievement on the NSCAS General Summative assessment is reported as a scale 
score and achievement level.  

Results for the NSCAS tests are reported in scale scores, which range from 2220–2890 for 
ELA,1000–1550 for Math, and from 0 to 200 for each grade in Science, as shown in Table 1.1. In 
isolation, scale scores are difficult to interpret. In general, the scale score is an estimate based 
on which questions the student answered correctly that has been converted into a standard 
scale. Achievement level is a written description of the student’s overall achievement and is used 
to help make the scale scores meaningful. There are three other important reasons for 
establishing achievement levels: 

• Gives meaning to the scale scores to help Nebraska students and parents use the results 
effectively 

• Connects the scale scores on the tests to the ELA, Mathematics, and Science standards 
to assist Nebraska educators in supporting students to become college and career ready  

• Meets the requirements of the U.S. Department of Education 

The Nebraska State Board of Education defined three achievement levels for each content area: 
Developing, On Track, and CCR Benchmark for ELA and Mathematics, and Below the 
Standards, Meets the Standards, and Exceeds the Standards in Science. 

 

Setting the Cut Scores 
A process called standard setting helps to determine two points along the scale score range 
(known as cut scores) that define different achievement levels for each grade and content area. 
Nebraska educators and stakeholders from around the state participated in the standard-setting 
process for the NSCAS General Summative assessments. The cut score recommendations from 
this statewide committee were presented to the State Board of Education and adopted. Science 
cut scores were adopted in 2011, ELA in 2017, and Mathematics in 2018. ELA cut scores were 
reviewed in 2018. 

The following table presents the scale score ranges for each achievement level by content area. 
The On Track/Meets the Standards cut score demarks the minimum level of achievement 
considered to be “proficient” for accountability purposes. For example, the Grade 5 cut scores 
are 2531 for ELA, 1236 for Mathematics, and 85 for Science. 
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Table 1.1- Achievement Levels 

Grade Scale Score Ranges 

ELA Developing On Track CCR 

3 2220–2476 2477–2556 2557–2840 

4 2250–2499 2500–2581 2582–2850 

5 2280–2530 2531–2598 2599–2860 

6 2290–2542 2543–2602 2603–2870 

7 2300–2555 2556–2629 2630–2880 

8 2310–2560 2561–2631 2632–2890 

Math Developing On Track CCR 

3 1000–1189 1190–1285 1286–1470 

4 1010–1221 1222–1316 1317–1500 

5 1020–1235 1236–1330 1331–1510 

6 1030–1243 1244–1341 1342–1530 

7 1040–1246 1247–1345 1346–1540 

8 1050–1263 1264–1364 1365–1550 

Science Below the Standards Meets the Standards Exceeds the Standards 

5 0–84 85–134 135–200 

8 0–84 85–134 135–200 

Achievement Level Descriptors 
An achievement level is a range of scores that defines a specific level of student achievement, 
as articulated in the achievement level descriptors (ALDs). The ALDs are a plain-language 
description of what students must know in order to fall into each of the achievement levels 
established through cut scores. The ALDs thereby firmly root the cut scores and achievement 
levels in the content that students are supposed to learn. In qualitative and quantitative terms, 
the ALDs and cut scores together define the difference between a student who is performing at, 
below, or above grade-level expectations. 
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ELA and Mathematics: 
• Developing:  Developing learners do not yet demonstrate proficiency in the 

knowledge and skills necessary at this grade level, as specified in the assessed 
Nebraska College and Career Ready Standards. These results provide evidence that 
the student may need additional support for academic success at the next grade 
level.   

  

• On Track: On Track learners demonstrate proficiency in the knowledge and skills 
necessary at this grade level, as specified in the assessed Nebraska College and 
Career Ready Standards. These results provide evidence that the student will likely 
be ready for academic success at the next grade level.  

  

• CCR Benchmark: CCR Benchmark learners demonstrate advanced proficiency in 
the knowledge and skills necessary at this grade level, as specified in the assessed 
Nebraska College and Career Ready Standards. These results provide evidence that 
the student will likely be ready for academic success at the next grade level.  

Science:  
• Below the Standards: Overall student performance in science 

reflects unsatisfactory performance on the standards and insufficient understanding of 
the content at grade level. A student scoring at the Below the Standards 
level inconsistently draws on a broad range of scientific knowledge and skills in the 
areas of inquiry, physical, life, and Earth/space sciences.   

 

• Meets the Standards: Overall student performance in science 
reflects satisfactory performance on the standards and sufficient understanding of the 
content at grade level. A student scoring at the Meets the Standards 
level generally draws on a broad range of scientific knowledge and skills in the areas 
of inquiry, physical, life, and Earth/space sciences.  

 

• Exceeds the Standards: Overall student performance in science 
reflects high academic performance on the standards and a thorough understanding of 
the content at grade level. A student scoring at the Exceeds the Standards 
level consistently draws on a broad range of scientific knowledge and skills in the 
areas of inquiry, physical, life, and Earth/space sciences. 

 

For the 2010, 2011, and 2012 committees for Reading, Mathematics, and Science, the teacher 
panels used a procedure called the Bookmark Method for standard setting to determine 
recommended cut scores for each of the levels in each grade. The survey of teachers, called the 
Contrasting Groups standard-setting method, was conducted immediately before the first 
operational administration of each assessment. During the 2018 ELA cut score review and the 
Mathematics standard setting, panels of Nebraska educators established cut scores using the 
Item-Descriptor (ID) Matching procedure. With the ID Matching method, panelists make 
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judgments about the knowledge and skills being measured by the items and how they compare 
to the ALDs. These judgments are based on the panelists’ professional knowledge of the content 
and their experience with students. 

Interpreting the Test Results 
In the interpretation of test results, it is not appropriate to compare scale scores across content 
areas. Each content area is scaled separately; therefore, the scale scores for one content area 
cannot be compared to another content area.  

Sample NSCAS reports and terminology explanations appear on the following pages to aid in 
understanding test results. The data in these reports are simulated and do not reflect the current-
year results. 

The following reports are described in this Reports Interpretive Guide: 

 

• Student-Level Reports 
o Individual Student Report (ISR) 
o Individual Student Report (ISR) with Not-Tested Code (NTC) 

 

• School-Level Reports 
o School Roster 
o School Achievement Level Summary 

 

• District-Level Reports 
o District Achievement Level Summary 

 

• State-Level Reports 
o State Achievement Level Summary 

 

Each sample report includes circled numbers that are referenced in the interpretive information 
provided with the sample. Online reports are available to districts and schools via the 
Comprehensive Assessment Platform (CAP) (http://teach.mapnwea.org). Printed Individual 
Student Reports (ISRs) are also delivered to districts. See Appendix A for how to access the 
electronic reports. 
  

http://teach.mapnwea.org/
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Student-Level Reports 

Individual Student Report (ISR) 
Individual Student Reports (ISRs) show a student’s achievement on the NSCAS ELA, 
Mathematics, and Science tests. This report is a single-page document. Reports are posted in 
PDF format online within the Comprehensive Assessment Platform, and school districts and 
state administrators can download them in English or Spanish from the CAP View Reports page. 
Two copies of each ISR (in English) are also printed, sorted by school, and delivered to each 
district in which the student is enrolled. Schools should separate the copies. One copy should be 
sent home with the student, and the second copy should be filed in the student’s cumulative 
folder. Figure 1.1 and Figure 1.2 present sample reports for Page 1 and Page 2, respectively. An 
explanation of the report’s components is listed below. 

 

 Identification Information 

Student identification information is provided at the top-right corner of the report on both 
pages. This includes the document title, student name, state student identification 
number, grade, and the District and School of Accountability in which the student was 
enrolled. 

 

 Report Introduction 

Descriptions of the NSCAS assessment system, what scores and achievement levels 
mean, and a link to find additional resources can be found across the top half of Page 1. 
NOTE: Parents are encouraged to discuss these results with their child’s teacher. 

 

 Overall Performance 

The student’s scale score for each content area is provided across the midsection of 
Page 1, along with comparisons to school and state averages. The scale score range is 
also shown. 

 

Note: Score ranges for each content area are scaled separately; therefore, the scale scores 
for one content area cannot be compared to another content area. Instead, use the 
corresponding achievement level for this purpose. 

 

 Performance by Content Area 

The last section provides the student’s current achievement level scores within the 
respective content areas. It also depicts proficiency by reporting category within each 
content area. 
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If tested again under similar circumstances, we would expect a student’s score to fall 
within the range shown by the |---------|. 

 Reporting Categories 

Reporting category scores provide more insight into a student’s achievement in different areas 
and can help inform teachers on how to address learning needs. Teachers use these scores for 
instructional planning. Parents can use these scores to understand their child's learning needs by 
looking at which categories their child may need to work on. 

All of the reporting categories scores combined are used to produce the score shown under 
Current Year’s Details. This score is not an average of the reporting category scores. The overall 
score is affected by how many questions a student answered in each reporting category, so 
some categories will have more weight than others. 

 Historical Score Data 

This graph shows the student's current and previous years' scores in the Content Area, 
as indicated by the black diamonds and lines. The green On Track band shows the score 
range for a student meeting grade-level expectations. Note that no data will appear in this 
section under the following conditions: 

1. Students who have not previously taken the NSCAS test 

2. Students who did not receive a score in the previous year because they were 
assigned a Not-Tested Code 

3. Science data only appears for students in Grades 5 and 8 
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Figure 1.1. Sample Report—ISR, Page 1 
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Figure 1.2. Sample Report—ISR, Page 2 
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Individual Student Report (ISR) with Not-Tested Code (NTC) 
There may be instances where a Not-Tested Code (NTC) is entered for a student in a particular 
content area. Figure 2.1 presents an example. An explanation of the report’s components is 
listed below. In these cases, what appears in the ISR is pre-defined and outlined in the table that 
follows. The table lists the NTCs, their associated achievement levels, and an explanation of 
each NTC. 

Note: If a student had an NTC of INV, PAR, SAE, or UTT assigned to his or her test, the 
automatically assigned score will display the lowest scale score and the lowest achievement 
level for that grade and content. 

 Scale Score by Content Area + NTC Explanation 

If an NTC is applied to any content area, the student’s current achievement level scores 
and proficiency by reporting category within the respective content areas are reported as 
affected by the NTC. 

Figure 2.1. Sample Report—ISR with NTC 

  

7 
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The following are Not-Tested Codes that may appear on the Individual Student Report: 

 Achievement Level  

NTC ELA/Math Science Explanation 

EMW 

Emergency 
Medical Waiver 

No level No level 
Student not tested because of 
an approved emergency 
medical waiver 

INV 

Score invalidated 
by the state 

Developing Below the 
Standards 

Student’s test was invalidated 

NLE 

No longer enrolled 
No level No level 

Student was not enrolled in the 
district at the time of testing 

OTH 

Other 
No level No level 

Left blank; these tests are 
excluded on the School Roster, 
and the corresponding content 
area is omitted from the ISR 

PAR 

Parental refusal 
Developing Below the 

Standards 

Student was not tested because 
of a written request from parent 
or guardian; student received 
the lowest scale score and 
achievement level for that grade 
and content area 

SAE 

Student absent for 
entire test window 

Developing Below the 
Standards 

Student was absent during the 
entire test window; student 
received the lowest scale score 
and achievement level for that 
grade and content area 

UTT 

District was unable 
to test student 

Developing Below the 
Standards 

District unable to test student; 
student received the lowest 
scale score and achievement 
level for that grade and content 
area 
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School-Level Reports 

School Roster 
The School Roster report lists students who were required to take the general-education NSCAS 
tests and presents a report of their achievement. The length of this document depends on the 
number of students per grade.  

Figure 3.1 presents a sample School Roster report. An explanation of the report’s components is 
listed below, and relevant abbreviations are explained in the table that follows. 

 

 Identification Information 

School roster identification information is provided at the top-right corner of the report. 
This includes the document title, school name, district name, and grade level of the 
student roster. 

 

 For More Information 

A link to where the Interpretive Guide is posted is provided. 

 

 Achievement Level Designations 

A symbol key for each achievement level by content area is provided in the top half of the 
report. 

 

 Student Performance 

The remainder of the report and all subsequent pages contain a line-by-line listing of 
students within a particular grade, school, and district. Each row includes a student name 
and State Student ID, as well as achievement level, scale score, and standard error of 
measurement (SEM) for each content area. If tested again under similar circumstances, 
we would expect a student’s scores to fall within the range shown by the SEM. 
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The following are codes that may appear on the School Roster. Note that students with a code of 
NLE (No Longer Enrolled) or OTH (Other) for all subjects will not be listed on the School Roster. 
Tests with NTCs will not display a standard error of measurement (SEM). 

 

 Achievement Level 

Code ELA/Mathematics Science 

EMW 

Emergency Medical Waiver 
No level No level 

INV 

Invalid 
Developing Below the 

Standards 

NEI 

Not enough items 
No level No level 

PAR 

Parental refusal 
Developing Below the 

Standards 

SAE 

Student absent for entire 
testing window 

Developing Below the 
Standards 

UTT 

Unable to test 
Developing Below the 

Standards 
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Figure 3.1. Sample Report—School Roster 
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School Achievement Level Summary 
The School Achievement Level Summary report presents a summary of achievement and 
demographics by grade for all students at a school who were required to take the NSCAS 
General Summative tests. Figure 4.1 and Figure 4.2 present sample School Achievement Level 
Summary reports for Page 1 and Page 2, respectively, and show an example of the school’s 
average scale score by reporting categories and content area. Figure 4.3, Figure 4.4, and Figure 
4.5  present sample reports for Pages 3–5 that show the school’s average scale score based on 
demographics by content area. An explanation of the report’s components is listed below. 

 

 Identification Information 

Report identification information is provided at the top-right corner of all report pages. 
This includes the document title, school name, district name, and grade level. 

 

 Report Introduction 

Descriptions of the NSCAS assessment system, standard deviation, achievement levels, 
and a link to find additional resources can be found across the top half of Page 1 of the 
report. 

 

 Overall School Performance 

The school’s score comparison for ELA, Mathematics, and Science as it relates to 
averages within that school, district, and state within a grade is reported in this table. The 
scale score range is also shown. 

 

 Achievement Level by Content Area 

For each content area, the report provides the grade’s average scale score and a 
breakout identifying the percentage of students within each achievement level. It also 
includes further detail in each reporting category, providing more precise insights into 
your school’s achievement and your students’ learning needs. The diamond symbol ♦ 
represents your school’s average scale score. Scale scores allow valid comparisons of 
achievement across time and across schools. The |---| is a distribution that represents the 
range covered by one standard deviation (SD) above and below the average. The SD is a 
measure of the variability of test scores from the average (i.e., how spread out scores are 
in relation to the average). The middle 68% of students fall within 1 SD of the average. 

 

 Achievement Level Based on Demographics 

These graphs provide the average achievement in the school based on demographics for 
the NSCAS ELA, Mathematics, and Science tests by grade. Each page of the report 
represents a different content area. 
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Figure 4.1. Sample Report—School Achievement Level Summary, Page 1 

  
  



 

NSCAS General Summative Reports Interpretive Guide September 2019 17 

Figure 4.2. Sample Report—School Achievement Level Summary, Page 2 

  
  



 

NSCAS General Summative Reports Interpretive Guide September 2019 18 

Figure 4.3. Sample Report—School Achievement Level Summary, Page 3 
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Figure 4.4. Sample Report—School Achievement Level Summary, Page 4 
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Figure 4.5. Sample Report—School Achievement Level Summary, Page 5 
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District-Level Reports 

District Achievement Level Summary 
The District Achievement Level Summary report is for internal district use only and is required for 
state and federal reporting purposes. It is available for district-level personnel to access through 
the Reports landing page within CAP. Information to protect small numbers of students has not 
been suppressed. Release of summary data to the public may violate individual student 
confidentiality (FERPA). Figure 5.1 and Figure 5.2 present sample reports for Page 1 and Page 
2, respectively, regarding the average district achievement by reporting categories and content 
area. Figure 5.3, Figure 5.4, and Figure 5.5 present sample reports for Pages 3–5 that show the 
district achievement based on demographics by content area. An explanation of the report’s 
components is listed below. 

 

 Identification Information 
Report identification information is provided at the top-right corner of all report pages. 
This includes the document title, district name, and grade level. 

 

 Report Introduction 

Descriptions of the NSCAS assessment system, standard deviation, achievement levels, 
and a link to find additional resources can be found across the top half of Page 1 of the 
report. 

 

 Overall District Performance 

The district’s score comparison for ELA, Mathematics, and Science as it relates to 
averages within that district and state at the grade level are reported in this table. The 
scale score range is also shown. 

 

 Achievement Level by Content Area 

For each content area, the report provides the district’s average scale score and a 
breakout identifying the percentage of students within each achievement level. It also 
includes further detail in each reporting category, providing more precise insights into 
your district’s achievement and learning needs. The diamond symbol  ♦ represents your 
district’s average scale score. Scale scores allow valid comparisons of achievement 
across time and across schools. The |---| is a distribution that represents the range 
covered by one standard deviation (SD) above and below the average. The SD is a 
measure of the variability of test scores from the average (i.e., how spread out scores are 
in relation to the average). The middle 68% of students fall within 1 SD of the average. 
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 Achievement Level Based on Demographics 

These graphs provide the average achievement in the district based on demographics for 
the NSCAS ELA, Mathematics, and Science tests. Each page of the report represents a 
different content area. 
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Figure 5.1. Sample Report—District Achievement Level Summary, Page 1 
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Figure 5.2. Sample Report—District Achievement Level Summary, Page 2 
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Figure 5.3. Sample Report—District Achievement Level Summary, Page 3 
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Figure 5.4. Sample Report—District Achievement Level Summary, Page 4 
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Figure 5.5. Sample Report—District Achievement Level Summary, Page 5 
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State-Level Reports 

State Achievement Level Summary 
The State Achievement Level Summary report presents the average state achievement based 
on demographics for the NSCAS ELA, Mathematics, and Science tests. It is available for state-
level personnel to access through the Reports landing page in the CAP. Figure 6.1, Figure 6.2, 
and Figure 6.3 present sample reports for Pages 1–3, respectively, regarding the state 
achievement based on demographics by content area. An explanation of the report’s 
components is listed below. 

 

 Identification Information 
Report identification information is provided at the top-right corner of all report pages. 
This includes the document title, state, and grade level. 

 

 For More Information 

A link to where the Interpretive Guide is posted is provided. 

 

 Achievement Level Based on Demographics 

These graphs provide the average achievement in the state based on demographics for 
the NSCAS ELA, Mathematics, and Science tests. Each page of the report represents a 
different content area. 
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Figure 6.1. Sample Report—State Achievement Level Summary, Page 1 
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Figure 6.2. Sample Report—State Achievement Level Summary, Page 2 
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Figure 6.3. Sample Report—State Achievement Level Summary, Page 3 
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Appendix A—Accessing Reports 
Access reports through the Comprehensive Assessment Platform. 

 

1. Navigate to teach.mapnwea.org. 
2. Enter your login credentials for CAP. 
3. Click on the appropriate link for Summative Reports.  

a. From the left-hand navigation bar, select View Reports, then Summative 
Reports.  

4. You will be taken to the reports landing page. The options available to you will depend on 
your role. Note that only reports for the current school year will be available. Make your 
report selections. If no reports are available based on the options that you select, you’ll 
receive an error message. 

District Assessment Coordinator View 

 
 
  

https://sso.mapnwea.org/auth/login?dest=https%3A%2F%2Fteach.mapnwea.org%2Fadmin%2F
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School Assessment Coordinator View 

 
5. When you have made all selections, the Download Report button will be highlighted. 

Click it to download your report.  
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