
This cohesive approach ensures that each assessment 
administered is focused on the same goal—driving 
student learning toward and beyond grade-level 
learning targets. Additionally, it enables teachers, 
students, and families to monitor growth from fall to 
spring and across school years while eliminating the 
need to administer both an interim and a summative test 
(Georgia Milestones) in the spring. It is also expected 
that like MAP Growth, it can be used in lieu of GKIDS 2.0 
and GKIDS Readiness.

Phased approach to innovation
As early adopters, GMAP districts have a rare 
opportunity to influence the development of an 
innovative solution that stands to help states across the 
nation make assessments more student-centered and 
supportive of learning and teaching.

It takes time and planning to successfully challenge 
traditional paradigms, so the transition from existing 
assessments to the innovative pilot will follow a phased 
approach. This will enable GMAP and NWEA to:

• Ensure full alignment to the Georgia Standards 
of Excellence and reflect the Georgia Milestones 
blueprint.

• Engage Georgia educators to ensure that their 
voices are heard, maximizing the solution’s 
coherence with the instructional approaches used 
across the GMAP districts.

• Pilot the solution to familiarize students and 
teachers with the experience, practice any new 
test administration rules and policies, and work out 
unforeseen challenges.

• Expand the writing assessment and explore options 
for assessment in the high school grades if the 
innovative solution is adopted statewide.

GMAP innovative pilot:  
Through-year assessment

The Georgia MAP Assessment Partnership (GMAP) is 
a consortium of Georgia school districts that will pilot 
an innovative approach to assessment from NWEA® 
that simultaneously supports high-quality educational 
decisions and fulfills accountability requirements. GMAP 
will adopt a through-year model that provides timely 
insights on students’ instructional needs as well as 
summative proficiency data at year’s end.  

Georgia Senate Bill 362 and the IADA program
GMAP’s pilot of an innovative assessment from NWEA 
was made possible by Georgia Senate Bill 362, which 
established a pilot program to examine alternate 
assessment and accountability systems aligned with 
the Georgia Standards of Excellence. As part of the 
program, alternate systems must yield results that are 
comparable to the Georgia Milestones test.

The Georgia State Board of Education approved GMAP’s 
application to participate in the pilot and included it in 
its application to participate in the federal Innovative 
Assessment Demonstration Authority (IADA) pilot 
program. The GMAP pilot was subsequently approved 
by the US Department of Education for participation in 
the IADA program.

About the innovative assessment 
The through-year assessment model GMAP is adopting 
is made up of three assessments administered in the 
fall, winter, and spring. It streamlines testing, creating 
coherence across 1) interim assessments that support 
teachers in differentiating instruction and fostering 
academic growth and 2) statewide summative tests 
that evaluate student performance relative to grade-
level expectations.

All three assessments produce indicators of student 
learning level that help educators understand what 
students know and are ready to learn next. In addition, 
the spring test produces summative proficiency data 
for accountability purposes. 

Each test is informed by the student’s score on the 
previous test. The fall and winter tests prioritize 
normative information and instructional utility, and the 
spring test prioritizes measurement of performance 
relative to grade-level expectations. However, all three 
tests provide a lens into both types of information.

GRADES & CONTENT AREAS

Phase 1: English language arts (ELA) and 
mathematics for grades 3–8

Phase 2: Science for grades 5 and 8

Phase 3: Exploring options for various high 
school subjects/grades
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Implementing the innovative assessment
Initial years of the pilot (2019–2021) emphasize research studies, simulations, and input from Georgia educators. 
Subsequent years are focused on field testing and piloting the through-year solution—first for ELA and mathematics, and 
then for science. The pilot will culminate in a “demonstration” year intended to illustrate that the through-year solution is 
viable for statewide implementation. See below for more information on the pathway to the innovative assessment. This 
timeline is subject to change.

GMAP INNOVATIVE PILOT TIMELINE

FALL WINTER SPRING

2021–22: Field Test • MAP® Growth™ 
(reading, language, 
math, science)

• MAP Growth  
(reading, language, 
math, science)

• Through-year field test  
(ELA, math)

•  MAP Growth  
(science)

• Milestones  
(ELA, math, science)

• Comparability studies  
(ELA, math)

2022–23: Pilot • Through-year pilot 
(ELA, math)

• MAP Growth  
(science )

• Through-year pilot 
(ELA, math)

• MAP Growth  
(science)

• Through-year pilot  
(ELA, math)

• Through-year field test 
(science)

• Milestones  
(science; potentially ELA 
and math, depending on 
spring 2022 comparability 
outcomes and State Board of 
Education approval) 

• Comparability studies 
(science; potentially ELA  
and math)

2023–24: Demonstration • Through-year 
demonstration  
(ELA, math)

• Through-year pilot 
(science)

• Through-year  
demonstration  
(ELA, math)

• Through-year pilot 
(science)

• Through-year demonstration 
(ELA, math)

• Through-year pilot  
(science)

• Potentially Milestones for 
one or more subject area 
(ideally not necessary; 
depends on comparability 
outcomes and State Board of 
Education approval)


